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PROJECT MIGRANTE 
CLASSIFYING RESPONDENTS ACCORDING TO MIGRATION FLOWS AND PHASES 

 
Migrants are classified according to their recent trajectory (i.e. migration flow) and migration 
history. We differentiate four migration flows, consistent with the EMIF: (1) Deported migrants 
(DEPORTED); (2) Migrants traveling South from the U.S. (SOUTHBOUND); (3) Migrants 
traveling South from the North border of Mexico (BORDER); and (4) Migrants traveling North 
from other areas in Mexico (NORTHBOUND). 
 
We also differentiate five migration phases: (1) PRE-DEPARTURE, for migrants who travel from 
communities of origin and have no previous history of migration to the U.S.; (2) RETURN, for 
migrants who travel north from communities of origin and have a history of migration to the U.S.; 
(3) TRANSIT or travel, for migrants who travel South after having spent a period of time in the 
North border of Mexico; (4) DESTINATION, for southbound migrants who are returning from the 
U.S. to their communities of origin in Mexico; and (5) INTERCEPTION, for deported migrants 
recruited at the deportation station. 
 
It should be noted that there is clear overlap across flows and phases. That is, the same 
individual may have belonged into more than one flow and/or phase throughout any given period. 
Further stratification within any of the groups is possible. For instance, BORDER migrants can be 
classified according to their migration history, deportation history, etc. 
 
               Phase 
Flow 

Pre-
departure 

Return Transit Destination Interception 

DEPORTED     X 
SOUTHBOUND 
FROM THE US 

   X  

BORDER   X   
NORTHBOUND 
FROM MEXICO 

X X    

 
 

1. DEPORTED MIGRANTS (ARRIVING TO TIJUANA) 
 
Eligibility criteria: a) a deportee at the Tijuana deportation station; b) 18 years or older; c) speaks 
Spanish; d) born in Mexico or other Latin American country; d) has not participated in survey 
before. 
 
-These are migrants recruited in the Tijuana deportation station, prior to their leaving the 
deportation facility. They have been deported, removed, or repatriated (the process and legal 
implications may vary) by U.S. immigration authorities. 
 
-Some may have been apprehended while trying to cross and their stay in the U.S. may have 
been limited to a few hours. Others may have been living in the U.S. for longer periods of 
time. Some consider the U.S. their country of residence (Group D2 – Deported 2); some still refer 
to Mexico as their country of residence (Group D1 – Deported 1). 
 
-By definition, their country of origin is Mexico (or at least they are Mexico citizens), otherwise 
they would not be deported to Mexico. 
 
-These migrants have been “forced” to return to Mexico. 
 
-By definition, all of them have been detained for a period of time. For some, detention may have 
been exclusively related to immigration status, but others could have a non-immigration related 
history of imprisonment. 
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-After being released in Tijuana, they may plan on returning to the U.S. (~70% do report this), 
staying in Tijuana for a while, traveling to other border areas from Tijuana, or traveling to other 
regions in Mexico. 
 
-These migrants represent the “Interception phase” and are arriving from “receiving 
communities.” 
 
-There are two questionnaires corresponding to this flow named DEPOR 1 and DEPOR 2. 
Screening questions are common for all respondents in this flow, but depending on their reported 
country of residence they are administered one questionnaire or another. DEPOR 1 is the 
questionnaire for respondents who do not live in the U.S. and DEPOR 2 is for respondents who 
live in the U.S. 
 
-Questionnaires and Datasets: DEPOR 1 and DEPOR 2. 
 
 

2. SOUTHBOUND MIGRANTS RETURNIG FROM THE U.S. (DEPARTING FROM 
TIJUANA AND HEADING OTHER REGIONS IN MEXICO) 

 
Eligibility criteria: a) 18 years or older; b) born in Mexico or other LA countries; c) NOT a Tijuana 
resident; d) speaks Spanish; e) country of residence is the U.S. OR left home in Mexico for work, 
business, change of residence, OR more than 30 days since they left home in Mexico; f) spent 
more time in the U.S. than in the Mexican border during the last 12 months. 
 
-These migrants are recruited in the central bus station or the airport as they are waiting to 
get in a bus or plane to travel to other places in Mexico from Tijuana. They are leaving Tijuana. 
 
-All of these migrants have a history of migration to the U.S., some are more established than 
others (47% consider the U.S. their country of residence). 
 
-Some have a history of deportation (~53%). 
 
-They may have traveled to Tijuana directly from the U.S. or they may have visited other border 
towns before coming to Tijuana. 
 
-Most have plans (~75%) to return to the U.S., others do not. 
 
-Most are Mexicans, but they could be from other Latin American countries (usually a very tiny 
percentage -<1%) 
 
-These migrants represent the “Destination” phase and recent exposure to the context of the 
“Receiving communities”. 
 
-The questionnaires corresponding to this flow are named US-1 and US-2, depending on the 
reported country of residence. Screening questions are common for all southbound respondents 
(including the “Southbound traveling from other border areas flow –see section 3”). The US-1 
questionnaire is administered to respondents who do not live in the U.S. The US-2 questionnaire 
is for respondents who LIVE in the U.S. 
 
-Questionnaires and datasets: US-1 and US-2. 
 
 
 

3. SOUTHBOUND MIGRANTS TRAVELING FROM OTHER BORDER AREAS 
(DEPARTING FROM TIJUANA TO OTHER AREAS IN MEXICO) 
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Eligibility criteria: a) 18 years or older; b) born in Mexico or other LA countries; c) NOT a Tijuana 
resident; d) speaks Spanish; e) DO NOT live in the U.S.; f) visited the U.S. or North border area 
for work, business, change of residence, or visit lasted more than 30 days.; f) spent more time in 
the Mexican border than the U.S. during the last 12 months (a key difference with Southbound 
migrants returning from the U.S. –see section 2). 
 
-These migrants are recruited in the airport or bust station as they are waiting to get in a plane 
or a bus to travel to other places in Mexico from Tijuana. They are leaving Tijuana. They have 
been recruited because they report that during their last 12 months they have been in the North 
border of Mexico longer than in the U.S. 
 
-Some of these migrants have a history of migration to the U.S. (~31%), but none lives in the 
U.S. (otherwise, they would be part of the US-2 group). A sizable fraction has a history of 
deportation (~23%). 
 
-Some have plans (~75%) to travel to the U.S. in the next 12 months (~60%), others do not. 
 
-They may have arrived to Tijuana from their communities of origin, from the U.S., or from other 
border towns, but at the time of recruitment they are leaving Tijuana (a key difference with 
Northbound flow –see section 4) 
 
-For some, the final destination may be the U.S. (60%) 
 
- Given their longer stay in the border region, an intermediate context between the U.S. and 
Mexico, these migrants represent the “Transit” phase and exposure to the “Border 
communities”. 
 
-The questionnaire corresponding to this flow is the last portion in the questionnaire file named 
NORTH. Screening questions are for all respondents (including the “Southbound traveling from 
the US flow”). Questions B1_  (second portion of questionnaire file, starting B1A1) are for this 
flow. 
 
-Questionnaire and dataset: BORDER. 
 
 

4. NORTHBOUND MIGRANTS (ARRIVING IN TIJUANA) 
 
Eligibility criteria: a) 18 years or older; b) born in Mexico or other LA countries; c) NOT a Tijuana 
resident; d) speaks Spanish; and either e) traveling for work, business, change of residence, 
heading to the U.S., OR no f) no work waiting in place of residence or no specific plans for 
returning to place of residence. 
 
-These migrants are recruited in the airport or central bus station as they are arriving in 
Tijuana in from other places in Mexico. At the time of recruitment, they are just arriving to 
Tijuana from other communities in Mexico. 
 
-Some of these migrants have a history of migration to the U.S. (~46%) and some report 
their country of residence is the U.S. (~13% of all in this migration flow), but the majority still 
considers Mexico their country of residence. 
 
-Of those with a history of migration, about 50% have a history of deportation. 
 
-Among these migrants, about 32% are heading to the U.S. (16% of those with no previous 
migration experience and 51% of those with a previous migration history). 
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-Depending on their migration history, these migrants represent two phases “Pre-departure” or 
“Return”. All of them have been recently exposed to the context of the “Sending 
communities”. 
 
-The questionnaires corresponding to this flow are named MEX-1 and MEX-2. Screening 
questions are common for all respondents in this flow. The MEX-1 questionnaire is for 
respondents who do not live in the U.S. The MEX-2 questionnaire is for respondents who live in 
the U.S. 
 
-Questionnaires and datasets: MEX-1 and MEX-2. 
 
 

KEY CHARACTERISTICS OF MIGRANT GROUPS BY FLOW AND PHASE 
               Phase 
Flow 

 Pre-
departure 

Return Transit Destination Interception 

DEPORTED       
 GROUP CODES     DEPOR-1, 

DEPOR-2 
 Recruitment site     Deportation 

Station 
 Arriving to or 

leaving Tijuana? 
    Arriving 

 Returning from 
WHERE? 

    U.S. 

 Main exposure 
to? 

    U.S. 

 Heading to the 
US? 

    NO 

 US Migration 
hx? 

    YES 

 Deportation hx?     YES 
 Live in the U.S?     SOME (~33% 
 Plan to return to 

the U.S.? 
    MOST (~66%) 

SOUTHBOUND 
FROM THE US 

      

 GROUP CODES    US-1, US-2  
 Recruitment 

sites 
   Bus station, 

airport 
 

 Arriving to or 
leaving Tijuana? 

   Departing  

 Returning from 
WHERE? 

   US or Border 
Region 

 

 Main exposure 
to? 

   U.S.*  

 Heading to the 
US? 

   NO  

 US Migration 
hx? 

   YES  

 Deportation hx?    SOME (~50%)  
 Live in the U.S?    SOME (~50%)  
 Plan to return to 

the U.S.? 
   MOST (~75%)  

BORDER       

 GROUP CODES   BORDER   
 Recruitment 

sites 
  Bus station, 

airport 
  

 Arriving to or 
leaving Tijuana? 

  Departing   

 Returning from 
WHERE? 

  US or Border 
Region 

  

 Main exposure 
to? 

  Border region*   

 Heading to the 
US? 

  SOME (~66%)   

 US Migration 
hx? 

  SOME (~33%)   

 Deportation hx?   SOME (~20%)   
 Live in the U.S?   NO   
NORTHBOUND       

 GROUP CODES MEX-1 MEX-2    
 Recruitment 

sites 
 Bus station, 

airport 
   

 Arriving to or 
leaving Tijuana? 

Arriving Arriving    

 Arriving from 
WHERE? 

Mexico** Mexico**    

 Main exposure Mexico** Mexico**    
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to? 
 Heading to the 

US? 
SOME (~17%) SOME (~50%)    

 US Migration 
hx? 

NO YES    

 Deportation hx? NO SOME (~50%)    
 Live in the U.S? NO SOME (~33%)    
Percentages in parentheses are rough general estimates, not to be used as precise statistics. 
* Main exposure is determined by time spent in US vs. the Border region. 
** A very small fraction (<1%) could be from other LA countries. 


